Book reviews
Lecture Notes on Respiratory Disease by R A L Brewis MD FRCP pp vii +241 illustrated £3.75 Oxford &c.: Blackwell Scientific 1975 This small book will be of a special value to medical students wishing to gain a valuable insight into respiratory diseases. It is clearly written and well illustrated by the author and packs in a large amount of information. It is unlikely that the postgraduate will find much benefit from the book, however, as its coverage of the subject is too cursory, and information required by those studying for the Membership or wishing to specialize in respiratory medicine is best found in books with a more comprehensive content. I can thoroughly recommend this bopk to medical students.
TIM CLARK Viral Diseases of the Central Nervous System edited by L S Illis pp xiv+226 illustrated £7.50 London: Bailliere Tindall 1975 This book is based on a symposium held at Southampton in May 1974, and the editor, Dr Illis, has obtained some additional contributions to give an up-to-date picture of viral encephalitis. It covers diseases of the central nervous system caused both by certain conventional viruses and by 'subviral' infectious agents of the scrapie-kuru-Creutzfeldt-Jakob group.
The first section of the book contains separate chapters on the general features of viral encephalitides, their laboratory diagnosis, the morphological and electroencephalographic changes produced in the central nervous system, and an excellent but somewhat depressing chapter on treatment. The second section deals principally with the chronic degenerative diseases of the nervous system that are transmissible, that is to say with scrapie, kuru and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease; the last two occur in man, kuru exclusively in a localized area of New Guinea and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease throughout the world. Dr Carleton Gajdusek, the man to whom we owe most for the discoveries about these two diseases, writes a niceley balanced foreword to the book. Clinical and pathological features of these and of other degenerative diseases of the central nervous system are surveyed in different chapters and various transmission experiments are repor-ted.
The discoveries that measles virus can be responsible for subacute sclerosing panencephalitis and that JC virus, a new human papovavirus, is associated with progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy, have given tremendous impetus to the search for infectious agents underlying various 'idiopathic' diseases of the central nervous system, such as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Parkinson's disease and multiple sclerosis. Although some chapters are better than others, the book provides a valuable background review of this emerging field of medicine. For a long time there has been a need for a book on the many aspects of chronic renal failure, suitable for students, general medical readers and interested nurses. This clearly written book fills the gap. Although the authors state in their preface that they aimed at the junior staff in the specialist renal unit, this text has a much wider value. The theme is clinical throughout, but the exposition of underlying mechanisms is clear. The short lists of references are well chosen. A brief, refreshing and lucid contribution: every renal unit and every library should buy it, although the number of pages one gets per pound diminishes almost monthly, and this volume is no exception to the trend! J S CAMERON 
